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Daniel  Halden  <daniel.halden@lacity.org> 


"Mobility"  Plan 


. . . Mon  Nov  30,  2015  at  9:04  AM 

Gubler,  Leron  <Leron@hollywoodchamber.net>  it  ’ > 

To:  Jeff  Briggs  <jbriggs@jbriggslaw.com>,  Mitch  O'Farrell  <councilmember.ofarrell@la  y.  g , 
"daniel.halden@lacity.org"  <daniel.halden@lacity.org> 


Jeff, 


Very  well  said.  The  logical  place  for  east-west  bicycle  lanes  thru  Hollywood  is  on  Selma  and  Yucca  ...  not  on 
Hollywood  and  Sunset  blvds. 


Leron  Gubler 
President  & CEO 

Hollywood  Chamber  of  Commerce 
7018  Hollywood  Blvd 
Hollywood,  CA  90028 
Phone:  (323)469-8311 
Fax:  (323)  469-2805 

www.hollywoodchamber.net 


Chamber  O*  cOmme&cl 
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From;  Jeff  Briggs  [mailto:jbriggs@jbriggslaw.com] 

Sent:  Saturday,  November  28,  2015  12:44  PM 

Cc-  OuSer^n' m bef-°farrell@lacity -or9>  1 daniel.halden@lacity.org 
<Kerfy@hollywoodb^d.org^h°  ^W°°dChamber  net>’  Be,h  Martis  <bethm@mi.edu>;  Keny  Momson' 

Subject:  "Mobility"  Plan 
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economic  growth  that  comes  with  it. 


Second,  Hollywood  is  a perfect  example  of  a public  transit  hub  area  surrounded  by  areas  in  which 
alternative  transportation  simply  is  inaccessible.  The  biggest  noise  about  Hollywood  development 
seems  to  come  from  those  above  Franklin.  I live  above  Franklin.  It  simply  is  not  possible  to  ride  my 
bike  to  and  from  work  from  the  hills.  First,  the  hills  are  an  obstacle  themselves.  Second,  the  old  and 
narrow  streets  make  it  dangerous  to  ride  a bike.  Third,  the  angry  traffic  adds  to  the  danger.  It  simply 
is  impractical  and  dangerous  for  me  to  ride  my  bike  to  and  from  work,  and  it  is  just  too  long  to  walk 
every  day  (time-wise).  So  go  ahead  and  build  big  projects  near  the  Hollywood/Vine  station,  I believe 
many  new  building  occupants  in  fact  will  use  the  subway  from  there  to  replace  many  car  trips,  but 
don't  penalize  me  for  that  development  support  by  making  my  drive  even  worse  by  reducing  lanes  on 
Hollywood  or  Sunset  in  favor  of  bicyclists. 


Third,  again  as  a bicyclist,  and  apart  from  the  hills,  I understand  the  other  general  limits  on  bicycle 
commuting  for  many  people.  These  limits  have  almost  nothing  to  do  with  the  lack  of  bike  lanes. 
Weather,  carry  capacity,  distance,  daytime  transit  needs,  comfort,  and  limits  on  clothing  options  are 
99%  of  the  reasons  bicycle  commuting  is  impractical  for  most  people.  You  could  add  a bike  lane  to 
every  street  in  the  city  and  it  still  wouldn't  put  a lot  of  people  on  their  bikes.  It  just  is  not  a practical 

way  to  get  around  this  city  for  very  many  people.  Certainly  not  enough  to  justify  substantial  driving 
lane  reduction. 


Fourth,  bike  lanes  do  not  significantly  reduce  the  danger  inherent  in  bike  riding.  I stopped  riding 
mostly  due  to  my  move  into  the  hills,  but  I probably  would  have  stopped  anyway  because  I had  used 
up  my  9 lives  in  just  a few  years  of  bicycle  commuting,  and  for  most  of  that  time  my  commute  was 
largely  via  wide  but  not  heavily  trafficked  streets  like  Cahuenga  south  of  Fountain.  Even  as  an 
experienced  bicyclist,  when  I drive  a car  it  is  hard  to  spot  the  cyclists.  Even  as  a cyclist  who 
observed  all  the  traffic  rules--that  made  one  of  us--right-tuming  cars,  parked  car  door  openings,  and 
angry  and  speedy  drivers  were  a constant  threat.  The  danger  would  be  increased  substantially  if  more 
people  did  take  to  using  bikes,  including  creating  new  dangers  to  each  other.  I could  give  you  a very 
long  list  of  bike  dangers  that  have  nothing  whatever  to  do  with  lack  of  marked  bike  lanes,  and  most 
of  these  dangerous  bike  behaviors  would  get  worse,  not  better,  with  more  bicyclists— some  dangers 
in  fact  would  be  increased  by  marked  bike  lanes. 


Environmentally,  limiting  traffic  lanes  is  going  to  make  things  worse,  not  better.  It  will  be  years 
before  driving  is  reduced  significantly-if  ever-and  cutting  driving  lanes  will  mean  people  are  in 
their  idling  cars  for  much  longer. 


I also  shudder  to  think  of  all  the  new  bicycle  regulations  and  laws  that  will  be  developed  if  we  try  to 
get  more  people  on  bikes.  You  and  I know  for  sure  that  will  happen.  And  all  it  will  do  is  add  more 
unenforceable  laws  to  our  already  burgeoning  list  of  same.  Unenforced  and  unenforceable  laws 
breed  contempt  for  the  laws  that  do  matter.  It  is  irresponsible  to  encourage  new  laws  and  regulations 
that  everyone  knows  will  not  be  enforced.  (Example:  Leash  laws — I bet  the  city  hasn’t  written  a 
single  ticket  for  violations,  most  people  don’t  know  of  the  law,  most  of  the  ret  don’t  care,  and  the  law 
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is  simply  pointless  because  it  is  unenforced.) 


I agree  that  we  should  be  doing  things  to  encourage  people  to  use  alternative  transportation  methods. 
Extending  the  subway,  bus  express  lanes,  and  definitely  transit  hub  residential  and  office 
development  all  will  help.  We  do  need  to  encourage  public  transit  when  feasible;  soon  westsiders 
will  be  able  to  take  a train  to  a concert  venue  downtown,  and  we  need  to  encourage  them  to  do  that 
instead  of  drive.  People  need  to  walk  more  to  appointments  during  the  day,  for  example  all  around 
Hollywood's  core--I  do  it  all  the  time,  but  plenty  do  not.  And  we  should  encourage  walking  with 
pleasant  and  safe  streetscapes.  But  we  should  NOT  seek  to  change  behavior  by  what  amounts  to 
punishing  people  for  driving,  for  example  by  purposely  increasing  congestion  by  reducing  driving 
lanes  in  favor  of  bike  lanes  that  will  go  largely  unused. 


Take  it  from  a bicyclist— bicycle  commuting  is  not  the  wave  of  the  future  in  Los  Angeles.  Reducing 
driving  lanes  to  accommodate  an  1 8th  century  technology  is  not  smart  planning. 


Please  say  no  to  any  "mobility"  plan  that  reduces  driving  lanes  in  favor  of  bicycle  lanes.  It  is  a 
prescription  for  danger  that  will  do  nothing  to  get  people  out  of  their  cars. 


Jeffrey  C.  Briggs,  Esq. 
Briggs  Law 

6464  Sunset  Boulevard 
Suite  715 

Hollywood,  CA  90028 
jbriggs@jbriggslaw.com 
[Quoted  text  hidden] 
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